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LAW 344: INSURANCE LAW
SRING 2009 
Professor Elizabeth Adjin-Tettey
Office:
Fraser Building, Room 220
Phone:  721-8182
E-mail: eadjnte@uvic.ca
Course Website: http://www.law.uvic.ca/eadjinte/344/index.html
Credits: 1.5 units



Hours:
 3 Hours/Week
Class Time: Tuesday & Thursday: 9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Location: Rm. 205, Fraser Building
A.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

1.
To gain an appreciation of the principles of insurance law and the particular operation of contract law in the insurance context.
2.
To develop ability to analyze insurance problems and apply legal doctrine and policy considerations to them.
3.
To develop skill in working with a mixed jurisprudence based in part on statute and in part on common law.
4. To acquire insight into the structure and substance of insurance policies

5. To evaluate the effectiveness of legislation in controlling the insurance industry and protecting the position of policy holders. 

B. COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course will examine the theory and elements of the practice of insurance law, with reference to the most common forms of both first party and third party insurance: property, life and motor vehicle insurance.  The issues addressed will include:

1. The history and basic theory of insurance as a loss spreading mechanism; 

2.
Nature of Insurance contracts

3.
The structure, marketing strategies and regulation of the insurance industry.  

3.
The basic principles of indemnity insurance:


(a)
Insurable interest;


(b)
Valuation;


(c)
Subrogation;


(d)
Contribution and other consequences of indemnity.

4.
The duty of good faith and obligation of full disclosure;

5.
Selected Issues on Interpreting Insurance Policies

6.
The Claims Process
7.
B.C. Automobile Insurance (Brief Overview)  

C.
TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Mostly Lectures


Class Discussion – Class discussions will give students the opportunity to critically reflect on the readings as well as apply skills and knowledge acquired in the course to solve practical problems. There is no mark for class participation. Students are, however, encouraged to participate in class discussions as this will serve as a mechanism for the instructor to gauge the extent of students’ engagement with the materials and address potential concerns, if any.
D.
COURSE MATERIALS
1.
Required Readings
· Barbara Billingsley, General Principles of Canadian Insurance Law, First Edition, Student Edition, 2008
· Baer & Rendall, Cases on the Canadian Law of Insurance, 6th ed. (2000) (Reserve)

· The B.C. Insurance Act, 1996 (consolidated) (online)

· The B.C. Insurance (Vehicle) Act, 1996 (consolidated) (online)

· The B.C. Insurance (Vehicle) Act, 1984, Regulations (consolidated) (online)

2.
Recommended Readings
(a)
Boivin, Denis, Essentials of Canadian Law: Insurance Law, 2004, Irwin Law (reserve)
(b)
Brown, Menezes, Cassels, Brock and Blackwell, Insurance Law in Canada, 6th ed., 2007, Carswell

(c)
C. Brown, No-Fault Automobile Insurance in Canada, 1988, Carswell
(d)
J. Weir, The Annotated Insurance Act of Ontario, 2 Vols. 1986, Carswell (reserve)
(e)
S. Gregory and G. Gregory, The Annotated British Columbia Insurance (Motor Vehicle) Act, 2d. ed., 1990, Carswell (reserve)
(f)
D. Norwood and J. Weir, Norwood on Life Insurance Law in Canada, 3d. ed., 2002, Carswell (reserve)
E.
EVALUATION
1.
Assignment (40%)
(a) 
Case Comment; or
(b) 
Legal/Policy Paper on an insurance issue

Students must choose their own case or topic in consultation with the instructor.
Papers must be at least 10 pages and not to exceed 15 pages, 1“margins, double-spaced, Times Roman 12pt

Due Date:  Thursday, April 9, 2009
2.
Final Examination (60%)
Major Paper – Students cannot complete their major paper requirement in this course
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